
The phrase, "All politics is local" is a fitting way to describe yesterday's General Election. Missouri voters

faced a ballot that was not headlined by a presidential, senatorial, or gubernatorial race for the first time

since 1990. The only state

not contested by the Democrats. And none of Missouri's eight Congressional incumbents faced a credible

challenge. Voter turnout was driven at the local level by a county executive

senate races, and a handful of competitive state house races.

While Republicans on the national scene were taking control of the U.S. Senate, their colleagues in Missouri

were winning races in parts of the state once heralded
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current majority by one seat. Of the 17 seats up for electi
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The nine remaining districts held by Democra

County. Rep. Paul Wieland easily defeated Rep. Jeff Roorda in a contest to fill the Senate seat in northern

Jefferson County, previously vacated by Sen. Ryan McKenna. Republicans now hold 8 of 9 Ho

Senate seats in Jefferson County, which was represented entirely by Democrats just a few years ago.
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members in the 163 member body. Only 109 of those members will be needed to override Gov. Jay Nixon's

vetoes for the next two years.

Five incumbent Democrats lost their bids fo

(Independence), Michael Frame (Eureka), T.J. McKenna (Festus), and John Wright (Columbia). No

Republican incumbents were defeated. With Rep. McKenna's defeat, 2015 will mark the first year since

198

St. Louis County Executive Steve Stenger

After defeating incumbent County Executive Charlie Dooley in August, Democrat County Councilman Steve

Stenger com

Rick Stream by slightly more than 1,800 votes out of 273,000 votes cast. Because Stenger's margin of

victory was less than 1%, Stream could have requested a reco

1,800 votes are rarely found in recount efforts.

Many Republicans have lamented for the last several election cycles that St. Louis County

have shifted beyond the reach of the Republican Party. The

Matt Blunt in 2000 in his race for Secretary of State.
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